Windthorst ISD Student Handbook

Students who engage in academic dishonesty will be required to complete an
alternative assignment for a maximum grade of 70. The student will spend 2 days
after school, or be placed in ISS, or Saturday School, at the principal’s discretion.
The teacher will contact the student’s parents. Repeat offenders will receive more
severe discipline.

[See Report Cards/Progress Reports and Conferences on page 78 for additional information on
grading guidelines.]

Graduation
(Secondary Grade Levels Only)

Requirements for a Diploma

A student must meet the following requirements to receive a high school diploma from the
district:

e Complete the required number of credits established by the state and any additional credits
required by the district;

e Complete any locally required courses in addition to the courses mandated by the state;

e Achieve passing scores on certain end-of-course (EOC) assessments or approved substitute
assessments, unless specifically waived as permitted by state law; and

e Demonstrate proficiency, as determined by the district, in the specific communication skills
required by the State Board of Education(SBOE).

Testing Requirements for Graduation

Students are required, with limited exceptions and regardless of graduation program, to
perform satisfactorily on the following EOC assessments: English I, English I, Algebra |, Biology,
and U.S. History. A student who has not achieved sufficient scores on the EOC assessments to
graduate will have opportunities to retake the assessments. State law and state rules also
provide for certain scores on norm-referenced national standardized assessments or on the
state-developed assessment used for entrance into Texas public universities to substitute for
the requirement to meet satisfactory performance on an applicable EOC assessment, should a
student choose this option. [See the school counselor for more information on the state testing
requirements for graduation.] :

If a student fails to perform satisfactorily on an EOC assessment, the district will provide
remediation to the student in the content area for which the performance standard was not
met. This may require participation of the student before or after normal school hours or at
times of the year outside normal school operations.

In limited circumstances, a student who fails to demonstrate proficiency on two or fewer of the
required assessments may still be eligible to graduate if an individual graduation committee,
formed in accordance with state law, unanimously determines that the student is eligible to
graduate.
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[See Standardized Testing on page 85 for more information.]

Foundation Graduation Program

Every student in a Texas public school who entered grade 9 in the 2014-15 school year and
thereafter will graduate under the “foundation graduation program.” Within the foundation
graduation program are “andorsements,” which are paths of interest that include Science,
Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics (STEM); Business and Industry; Public Services; Arts
and Humanities; and Multidisciplinary Studies. Endorsements earned by a student will be noted
on the student’s transcript. The foundation graduation program also involves the term
“distinguished level of achievement,” which reflects the completion of at least one
endorsement and Algebra Il as one of the required advanced mathematics credits. A Personal
Graduation Plan will be completed for each high school student, as described on page 59.

State law and rules prohibit a student from graduating solely under the foundation graduation
program without an endorsement unless, after the student’s sophomore year, the student and
student’s parent are advised of the specific benefits of graduating with an endorsement and
submit written permission to the school counselor for the student to graduate without an
endorsement. A student who anticipates graduating under the foundation graduation program
without an endorsement and who wishes to attend a four-year university or college after
graduation must carefully consider whether this will satisfy the admission requirements of the
student’s desired college or university.

Graduating under the foundation graduation program will also provide opportunities to earn
“performance acknowledgments” that will be acknowledged on a student’s transcript.
Performance acknowledgments are available for outstanding performance in bilingualism and
biliteracy, in a dual credit course, on an AP or IB examination, on certain national college
preparatory and readiness or college entrance examinations, or for earning a state recognized
or nationally or internationally recognized license or certificate. The criteria for earning these
performance acknowledgments are prescribed by state rules, and the school counselor can
provide more information about these acknowledgments.

Credits Required

The foundation graduation program requires completion of the following credits:

Course Area Number of Credits: Number of Credits:
Foundation Graduation Foundation Graduation
Program Program
with an Endorsement
English/Language Arts 4 4
Mathematics 3 4
Science 3 4
Social Studies, including Economics 3 3
Physical Education 1 1
Languages other than English 2 2 J
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Fine Arts 1 1
Electives 5 7
Total 22 credits 26 credits
]

Additional considerations apply in some course areas, including:

e Mathematics. To obtain the distinguished level of achievement under the foundation

graduation program, which will be included on a student’s transcript and is a requirement

to be considered for automatic admission to a Texas four-year college or university, a
student must complete an endorsement and take Algebra il as one of the 4 mathematics
credits.

e Physical education. A student who is unable to participate in physical activity due to a

disability or illness may be able to substitute a course in English language arts, mathematics,
science, social studies, or another locally determined credit-bearing course for the required

credit of physical education. This determination will be made by the student’s ARD
committee, Section 504 committee, or other campus committee, as applicable.

e Languages other than English. Students are required to earn 2 credits in the same language

other than English to graduate. Any student may substitute computer programming
languages for these credits. A student may satisfy one of the two required credits by
successfully completing a dual language immersion program in elementary school. In
limited circumstances, a student may be able to substitute this requirement with other

courses, as determined by a district committee authorized by law to make these decisions

for the student.

Available Endorsements

A student must specify upon entering grade 9 which endorsement he or she wishes to pursue:

e Science, technology, engineering, and mathematics (STEM),
e Business and industry,

e Public services,

e Arts and humanities, or

e Multidisciplinary studies.

Personal Graduation Plans

A personal graduation plan will be developed for each high school student. The district

encourages all students to pursue a personal graduation plan that includes the completion of at

least one endorsement and to graduate with the distinguished level of achievement.

Attainment of the distinguished level of achievement entitles a student to be considered for
automatic admission to a public four-year college or university in Texas, depending on his or
her rank in class. The school will review personal graduation plan options with each student
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property and at school-sponsored and school-related activities. [See the Student Code of
Conduct and policies at FNCD and GKA.]

Asbestos Management Plan
(All Grade Levels)

The district works diligently to maintain compliance with federal and state law governing
asbestos in school buildings. A copy of the district’s Asbestos Management Plan is available in
the superintendent’s office. If you have any questions or would like to examine the district’s
plan in more detail, please contact the superintendnet, the district’s designated asbestos
coordinator, at 940-423-6688.

Pest Management Plan
(All Grade Levels)

The district is required to follow integrated pest management (IPM) procedures to control pests
on school grounds. Although the district strives to use the safest and most effective methods to
manage pests, including a variety of non-chemical control measures, periodic indoor and
outdoor pesticide use is sometimes necessary to maintain adequate pest control and ensure a
safe, pest-free school environment.

All pesticides used are registered for their intended use by the U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency and are applied only by certified pesticide applicators. Except in an emergency, signs
will be posted 48 hours before indoor application. All outdoor applications will be posted at the
time of treatment, and signs will remain until it is safe to enter the area. Parents who have
questions or who want to be notified of the times and types of applications prior to pesticide
application inside their child’s school assignment area may contact the maintenance director,
the district’s IPM coordinator, at 940-423-6604.

Homeless Students
(All Grade Levels)

You are encouraged to inform the district if you or your child are experiencing homelessness.
District staff can share resources with you that may be able to assist you and your family.

For more information on services for homeless students, contact the district’'s homeless
education liaison, school counselor at 940-423-6605.

[See Students Who Are Homeless on page 19.]

Iliness
[See Student lliness under Health-Related Matters on page 62.]

Immunization
(All Grade Levels)

A student must be fully immunized against certain diseases or must present a certificate or
statement that, for medical reasons or reasons of conscience, including a religious belief, the
student will not be immunized. For exemptions based on reasons of conscience, only official
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